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Introduction

Tourism, as both a major revenue-generating industry and a modern so-
cial phenomenon, has far-reaching effects on the promotion and transfor-
mation of the cultures of different societies. Although the Islamic Republic
of Iran was among the pioneering countries in the region to incorporate
tourism into its overarching policy documents, it has failed to implement
these policies in a coherent and sustainable manner. This challenge can
largely be attributed to weaknesses in the formulation of policy and leg-
islative documents based on a theoretically grounded policy framework,
as well as shortcomings in implementation and governance mechanisms.

Despite its civilizational diversity, religious heritage, and extensive cul-
tural resources, the Islamic world continues to have a relatively limited
and fragmented presence in the global tourism system. This situation can
partly be attributed to the dominance of economically oriented approaches
and the absence of coherent cultural policymaking. In the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, the lack of an indigenous theoretical framework for cultural
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policymaking in tourism has resulted in conceptual fragmentation and a
lack of alignment between cultural objectives and practical considerations
in existing policies and programs. Against this background, this study in-
troduces the concept of spiritual tourism as its theoretical core. Spiritu-
al tourism conceptualizes travel as an opportunity to enhance awareness,
deepen spiritual experiences, and foster moral virtues in both individuals
and society.

The main research question is how spiritual tourism can be conceptualized
within cultural policymaking in the Islamic world and what theoretical and
institutional requirements are necessary for its implementation. The prima-
ry objective of the study is to introduce spiritual tourism as a theoretical
foundation for tourism policymaking. The subsidiary questions concern the
conceptualization of spiritual tourism within the framework of the New Is-
lamic Civilization, the role of Islamic sciences and jurisprudence in shaping
spiritual tourism, and its different forms and manifestations.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research approach. Data were collect-
ed through documentary and library research and an expert focus group.
SWOT analysis was employed to identify implementation strategies. In-
ternal and external factors were assessed by a five-member expert panel
comprising graduates of both Islamic seminaries and universities.

For the formulation of policy recommendations, the study combines ra-
tional and incremental approaches. The rational approach was employed to
define overarching objectives and formulate a vision of the desired future.
This was pursued through Causal Layered Analysis (CLA), encompass-
ing four levels: litany, social causes, discourse/worldview, and myth/met-
aphor. The incremental approach was applied at the implementation stage
through the identification and assessment of internal and external factors
in the SWOT matrix.

Findings and Discussion

Causal Layered Analysis of the Existing Drivers of Tourism in the
Islamic World: At the litany level, factors such as enjoyment, recreation,
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vitality, and relief from fatigue are identified. At the level of social caus-
es, structural factors, leisure-time activities, revenue generation, and the
development of the transportation industry are emphasized. At the world-
view level, concepts such as travel, global tourism, familiarity with other
cultures, and an emphasis on nature can be identified. At the myth/met-
aphor level, escape from suffering, hedonism, and the pursuit of variety
constitute the dominant myth/metaphor underlying contemporary tourism.

Causal Layered Analysis of the Ideal Drivers of Tourism in the Is-
lamic World: At the litany level, the objectives include countering Islam-
ophobia, promoting the higher teachings of Islam, restoring historical mon-
uments, fostering hope, and generating sustainable revenue. At the social
level, the emphasis is placed on strengthening Muslim solidarity, consol-
idating Islamic identity, promoting justice and employment, and protect-
ing the environment. At the worldview level, key values include learning
from history and experience, education, gaining a deeper understanding of
religion, reflecting on the external and internal dimensions of existence,
fostering unity, and serving society. At the myth/metaphor level, human
flourishing and spiritual advancement constitute the central concept of
the desired ideal, given that the elevation and perfection of human beings
are among the principal ends of divine laws.

Assessment of Internal and External Factors: The overall scores for
the internal and external factor evaluation matrices were 2.64 and 2.57,
respectively. Since both scores exceed 2.5, the findings indicate that the in-
ternal strengths and external opportunities of tourism in the Islamic world
outweigh its weaknesses and threats. Accordingly, aggressive (SO) strat-
egies should be pursued.

Conclusion

Spiritual tourism reorients cultural tourism policymaking from a myth/
metaphor centered on pleasure and the waste of time toward one centered
on material development and spiritual advancement. At the social level, it
shifts the emphasis from the collective values of the secular world toward
Islamic social values, including solidarity within the Muslim ummah and
the strengthening of Islamic identity. At the other analytical levels, it like-
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wise entails a shift from a discourse centered on travel and tourism toward
one focused on learning from experience and the acquisition of knowledge.

By combining rational and incremental approaches, the study proposes
several strategies, including foresight, spatial planning and feasibility as-
sessment for tourism development, the identification and development of
tangible and intangible tourism attractions, the use of emerging promotion-
al and communication capacities, the restoration of historical monuments,
and the strengthening of tourism infrastructure. Based on the SWOT ma-
trix, additional strategies include establishing civilizational tourism start-
ups, developing ecotourism and community-based tourism, establishing
an Islamic World Tourism Center within the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC), organizing tours of Islamic capitals, utilizing metaverse-
based services, developing medical tourism, and promoting elite tourism.

Keywords: Tourism; Cultural Policymaking; Tourism in the Islamic World;
Spiritual Tourism; New Islamic Civilization.
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2. UNWTO: The World Tourism Organization
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2. Macro-Level.
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2. Aggressive Strategies

Ne



o

e Lo Jle (6,500),S ©lLAE] g wlydl o suslys / (508 ¢ shhme

53l Jleaml s el s 25T - 1 bl (slas,aly cygun ol 533,55
(OANTAY ¢ ohel) b oo 2als (6oL d U ewlie slad ), u:"‘ijf

S
S 4 Shte 5 e gy 55 ey Sl Jolo 5 e lad Jolo rags ol 5o
slael 3 5 a8 awlw Jos oo (Skiold B o ol 5o ol A clazs 3
Jl 48 ol O i ) oS5 ) oo Shane a8 5153 sl 350 50085
dgdor S Iy e3)ls odge by ol Oler 53 80835 8y ras o dby slad
Tl & B b ol der il il g s oo i o LS 65,8y Jolos
el (gl 5 (53,08 2L

Fob lr s 03 st 5 S| apmler A8 5o e 5o e lad Ll
Sy 4 Q:}f%‘j L pdhal Ol 5o $55,5) 45 ol 4y LIS 4 Sz o2l @
19358 sl SlaniS 5 ol Saoln 4 b Gl s ) 5 a8 JS08 3o
b ht Ol > 65305 (55 IS8 o 5l81s S US o 53 ¢ ko 052
el 03,8 S5 Slopshaned 5 SlexiS gyl L 5 Gne Saa B 330 Glaodoy prdane
bS8 5 53l sl 5 Olgy (Sonp SlaSDl cabus glabins ) ol
LS oo Sl (535 b dn ST Jalye @ Al L5531 5 33l o JISCAT Ky sl
Solomin 33l 5 (K3, 39 pe Comry  Joboed ) (Sline (1T ) 7 OYAA clcylie)
NG PR W Lgxgc))ra@ujc.bj Oyt (iso Jus (5, K83,5)

Jelse 398 o0 pems 3l glaY o ol b 2 5 (s o855 Wl Ll
odalin b o2 (glwiangd ol cOlpw o5l s amcjb.a s 5 A=
s glpel e sl Jdos SlexiS dospllas slaad 51 sl sz 0dS]
o 53 838l (sl Jsdor b ol 4 el ae 5 (M8 el 05 4
55350 (55 o Ol syl (sl 48 ol edt e 5 05l (5l celio
il ey S gyl lw milpe s Lac i b lulid 5 (pisn s

oy el Ol 53 S RE08 L oy s I oo 55 63,518 o
Jdos Jgds aS Iy caas Gl Els Gl i)l 331 Az 5 4l ny



1840 5lgo Mol /gl 8ylesis (s g o 8y90 ¢ (S3yadly wlelae dolidiad

worg b aS Conl ey ol LB e s Lacas b ccind b LLE (63,0))
Syl Sl b o lacins s Lo dabig dacsd o (g ool
Ol s Jlaail cadlis (ol 55 ady) Sy ms-lid ) 50 5S ol ($3)15 35
el 03,8 e Stinssy Sl slons sl 5 (55 o

S J 8535 e s 5 Laliasih o)lys oo daol Jljw 4 el 5
Ml SR ol 48 353 o 438w iy Ko (ISl
THDICHE WA N PGSOV L PYCRE P RS S PY> SO0 PRI SPENTYE
& i S 0 Ll )3 0l i 5 A s B —(Gpinn (Dol 5
kS a5 salple e pleniS 0 OIS s o lw laiS e o
el Sla il 4o o S Olgr rez sl i)l 5l slarrl Y €0 e
oDl (e Cogn Cs s (Ko ralidon (el (Sigor Opeas pdl
4S gl t ol oo & Ladsss ol 5 b 5 gy 09 53 5 IS o Uy s
Yl s iyl o)y 355 gl ¢ b 5 ol i 8555 (gole e )|
s e Mob (ol 5 dosl el Gooman Sl

U3 W% R VO DL UNCTUV DUVTC| POV W U P PO P B WS PR = wb
LS r ke (5 b (gl le wilgs slacd b olulid pululy ),

Glacad b 5 5oyl U e 5l olex 5y 5588 03 g Olol (Dl (g0
Loy3ef0 31 528 Sl (5533, 5B 51 Ol rgow cailinSan Lol sl (63, Mg
Coyeobs 53 Olslyd gl 28 nlonw (anasiyd S ks 5 IS
Ol yo Camin ol Ay c?Lo (e S ILS 5 a4 o Copda chJf...ﬁ;Jf
Coro ool abie Slacad B o)y ol sl 5 OISl g ol 0
ol ol ol 55 i 5 25 i3 W (Dl g Ol el o
b ol 538 55 Cmins ol e I R IS Sl el e
B 5 et 0L Gla iy s (68858 anss (Gryaalin 5 ()Ml
S5 5 S olie OBl a3 Al Sl ald el 53 ||
Oleslw) 39 oo oSt pUas 5 |l cdladn s o sul5 (610 Cmnln ]
AONVAYAA (63, Kler Sl

m



wy

e Lo Jle (6,500),S ©lLAE] g wlydl o suslys / (508 ¢ shhme

dodor 2Uih (28l 5 (ism I o) M 5,5 34l )
5 e Glad Jdou g s e 0Ll plal Ol (65858 (558wl ((Slpn
0L S v-;.:.@lﬁ G (i S oysha sl 5 (6 Ll Rype ‘éﬁﬂzﬁ&bp
6}-<J|J-.’d":'t"“ el Olger 6235 dnwg (Sl ol slayeiS Gl ,adss 4
o 53 by o5 sladiulp g el sl day Sl dlas,aaly 1oL (iso Jbs (6,555
wu)b ctj.w‘ QLQ_?-)J szi.zajfsz WQ&‘) UL_*:LA." cfj}:mu\.‘::.\‘u\.bs
Slacas b 5l (S0 (s Claadlr huadl (Dl o sy
sl 5 LT 5Ll oLl 4 0blals (68355 5blis 5me (Sl s ks
3 JFsde lacsbups anvg 5 Copll o B b 5o Led Bl St
S I (6,855.8 ges 3blis (531010l sl

Oler 53 (55838 Ol IS omyls 5 A1 Jalye Jolon 53 51 i
038l late olas . g 0035 SO L (el (sLas,aly Aol aS s i) el
e, b 3l eslarwl siisys Lacwgs 51 (680,00 L ol Oyl e ol mds dLasal,
S (el 5 dody Suoa b ol pdewl olgar 55 (6,833,5 glslw ol il
Dy Oyt \.L.flv‘) 6L&Jj~kb)\j J.;L3 Wj @j—w‘

3l 5 TGS a3 3l 2315 3em g ngleylw amgs 5 Ly 6l Lol 5l g5 93
Sed oo 3 Seie ol Comio L ooy S SO oleslw c5S03 5l s TesS
SRS 358 3,5 el 5 35wt 35 Ol 4l (3508 SLS
395 i (63459 9 qj\@u u.:n\: Blalos 3yly 81 5355 o0 0deals (ol 409y (S350
Oleslw ¢ 28! gr<’:)l':-<:’ Spanly 53 e 35 0 rLs 2L gy (3508 u—<’:)L:<3”

1. Growth Strategies
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4. Backward Integration
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1. Concentric (related) Diversification

2. Conglomerate (related) Diversification
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1.Smart Tourism.
2. Medical Tourism.

3. Policy Tourism.
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